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Field Crops Newsletter:

May 5, 2003

In General:
Weather continues to be the biggest challenge for all of us. While a lot of progress has been made with
the 2003 crop, we’ve had one problem after another with excessive rain, and flooding. Positive things are that
the soil profile has enough moisture to carry the crop a long way; and cotton stands seem to be faring well so
far.
I know that all of you have been very busy lately, and so have I. This letter will be about two weeks late
this month, but you probably have had little time to read anyway.
Cotton:
Most of you have come a long way, or even finished, planting. Some; however, have a ways to go.
Thankfully, the fields that have been planted are coming along well, and stands are looking good. April seemed
like 60 rather than 31 days, but now the days of May are ticking off the calendar like so many drops from a
leaking faucet. I know you can plant the crop in just a few days, but it’s time to roll whenever you can.
Budgets are tight this year, to say the least; but this is not the time to cut expenses. The 2002 spring
taught us that March weather can return in May, so stay with a good seed treatment program. We can find
places to cut costs later, after we have a healthy stand of cotton.
One of my concerns about delayed planting is that many of you are planting the newer and lessdeterminate varieties that need a little more time than most of the genetics we have been using for the last
fifteen years or so. Every day we delay now could cost us yield and harvest days if the wrong set of conditions
come together in the fall.
From Branch in Scott County to Duck Hill in Montgomery, the field conditions have been as different as
one might imagine. The south area weathered the big storm with 12 to 16 inches of rain while the north had
only 2 to 4. Since then, rainfall levels have been fairly general over the area, with some heavy localized storms.
The wet harvest of 2002 still haunts us in the form of crusted fields that could have been planted on stale
beds if not for ruts that had to be fixed. Replanting has been required in quite a bit of corn and in some cotton
as a direct result of this.
So far, fields are staying amazingly free of pests, however we can’t rest and assume things will stay this
way. As spring vegetation begins to mature and dry down, thrips and aphids will likely move into fields. I
suggest that just as soon as you can get prepared to make an application - just in case. While I’m here, let me
mention that the 2003 Cotton Insect Control Guide is out and ready for you to pick up at your local Extension
Office.
As I am writing, I estimate that we are at something like 80 percent planted in cotton, and at about 60
percent up to a stand. Hopefully, by the time you read this we will be at 90 percent planted, and 80 percent up
to a stand. So far, roots look pretty good, and I do not expect a lot of serious seedling disease – unless we get
into an extended cool and wet period as we had in 2002.
Keep a close check on your drainage as these spring rains move through the area. They are great if the
temperature stays up, but don’t let water stand in the field any longer than it has to.
Corn:

The corn crop is really a mixed bag, with some fields looking as good as I have ever seen them, while
others are struggling. Some stands emerged in stages, depending on localized flooding, crusting, differences in
seed depth, and other factors. As I mentioned above, quite a bit of replanting was needed.
As you recall, I sent out a paper on planting corn, and in that piece I talked a lot about planting depth.
Well, it seems that many of you read that and placed your seed a little deeper than in the past. This caused your
emergence to be a little slower, and where crusting was a problem it complicated the situation. However, after
stands were achieved the fields planted a little deeper have looked better. A few fields were planted shallow, or
had a layer of soil washed off the top of the row, causing the seed to be too near the surface for the nodal roots
to emerge below the soil line. Some of these fields with shallow seed have shown what we call “rootless corn
syndrome”, and varying percentages of the stand have fallen over in the wind after reaching a height of 6 to 8
inches. Some of these fields were replanted, but others have been kept; it will be interesting to see how well
these stands produce, but at this time I expect problems with lodging – let’s hope I’m wrong.
Southwestern corn borers (SWCB) may be a problem for us this year, however we need to keep a close
watch on them. Changes in weather may affect the development of damaging populations. There are several
people hanging traps around the area right now, including myself. Together, I hope we will be able to warn you
about changes in the SWCB population that might help you prepare for a potential problem before it arrives.
Research done in the past couple of years, particularly by Dr. Don Parker at Raymond has indicated a level of
trap captures which may indicate the need for an application of insecticide. The SWCB is the most threatening
insect we have in corn, however others may develop as the season progresses. Scouting corn is key to high
yields just as it is in cotton or soybeans. Attend workshops in your area to familiarize yourself with corn insects
and how to scout for them. You will receive notification about these from your local Extension offices.
Soybeans:
Bean acreage is down this year in our area, however we have made good progress with fields that have
been planted. Most of these have been planted in reduced or no-tillage, after burning down the winter
vegetation. So far, weed control is looking good in most cases, however our old friends the morninglories will
be starting to appear, along with their cronies the sicklepod, cocklebur, and annual grasses. Time your
herbicide applications to take care of these guys before they get too big good control.
There are a few grasshoppers in soybean fields now, and these will likely increase if rains slow in the
next couple of weeks. These and other early arrivals like the three-cornered alfalfa leafhopper can get you off
to a shaky start. A low rate of Dimilin along with a herbicide application may be a good decision if you see
these pests at or near threshold levels.
In Conclusion:
This larger area is keeping me very busy. During the planting season I have been busy with
demonstration areas and problem calls. Things should calm down soon and we can get down to some of the
finer points of keeping the crop in good condition. If you need help with a problem, call your local Extension
Office and they can find me. This has been a year of challenges and surprises – as most years are, but through it
all I believe we are on track for a good crop. Let’s try to keep it that way. Thanks for your time.
Sincerely,

Ernest H. Flint, Ph.D., CCA
Area Agent – Agronomic Crops

